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UPDATED REQUIREMENTS AND GUIDANCE FOR: 
K-12 SCHOOLS, CHILD CARE, EARLY LEARNING, YOUTH 

DEVELOPMENT, AND DAY CAMP PROGRAMS

The guidance released by the Washington State 
Department of Health for schools and childcare 
applies to King County K-12 schools and childcares.

Public Health – Seattle & King County will not be 
issuing different or additional guidance at this time 
because:
• Community transmission rates are low.
• The recent Omicron surge likely has resulted in 

some immunity for at least the short-term among 
the many school age children who were infected

• And because school leadership and our 
neighboring health jurisdictions strongly desired a 
consistent approach to masking guidance across 
counties.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoh.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2022-03%2F821-165-K12SchoolsChildCare.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CBecky.Reitzes%40kingcounty.gov%7C47f856dbf8814a0cd74908da0222f374%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C637824646386723029%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=C7saM0mt%2BYM645NC0lgi64q5fZyZfFUZq6Rj2qBPiKo%3D&reserved=0


UPDATED REQUIREMENTS AND GUIDANCE FOR: 
K-12 SCHOOLS, CHILD CARE, EARLY LEARNING, YOUTH 

DEVELOPMENT, AND DAY CAMP PROGRAMS

School districts and child care facilities may choose to have students, 
teachers, and visitors wear masks even though the mask mandate is 
ending. Any individual who chooses to continue wearing a mask in 
school or childcare should be supported in their decision.
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K-12 SCHOOLS, CHILD CARE, EARLY LEARNING, YOUTH 

DEVELOPMENT, AND DAY CAMP PROGRAMS
Summary of Guidance Changes from WA DOH 

The new guidance outlines a shorter set of requirements and continues to 
provide schools and child care providers with options they may utilize to 
prevent or mitigate transmission of COVID-19.

The full guidance & symptom flowchart are available now.

Key areas of focus include:
• Layering optional prevention measures such as masks, screening tests, and 

ventilation that schools, child cares, or local health can implement generally, 
for higher risk activities, or in response to outbreaks or when disease levels 
are high.

• Encouraging individuals to use COVID-19 prevention strategies through 
vaccination, distancing, testing, and masking for personal protection.

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDkuNTQ2NTY4NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2RvaC53YS5nb3Yvc2l0ZXMvZGVmYXVsdC9maWxlcy8yMDIyLTAzLzgyMS0xNjUtSzEyU2Nob29sc0NoaWxkQ2FyZS5wZGYifQ.dKrhCae3VMRjAvCX4EgnzN4emG_Jc6_nTIffEUGK-50/s/1120140031/br/127842073942-l
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-03/820-229-SymptomExposureFlowchartK12SchoolsChildCare.pdf


Symptom Flowchart 

https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-03/820-229-SymptomExposureFlowchartK12SchoolsChildCare.pdf


https://doh.wa.gov/emergencies/covid-19/resources-and-recommendations

https://doh.wa.gov/emergencies/covid-19/resources-and-recommendations
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K-12 SCHOOLS, CHILD CARE, EARLY LEARNING, YOUTH 

DEVELOPMENT, AND DAY CAMP PROGRAMS
Some requirements remain:

• Schools and child care providers must continue 
to report COVID-19 cases and outbreaks to 
public health and cooperate with investigations 
in accordance with WAC 246-101-420.

• People with symptoms of COVID-19 must 
isolate and can return to school or care 
following the options within the guidance.

• People with COVID-19 must isolate for at least 
five days and should wear a well-fitting mask 
or receive a negative test if they return 
between days 6 - 10. People who do not wear a 
mask or receive a negative test can return after 
day 10.

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDkuNTQ2NTY4NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2FwcC5sZWcud2EuZ292L3dhYy9kZWZhdWx0LmFzcHg_Y2l0ZT0yNDYtMTAxLTQyMCJ9.c4lGlOw5QS3RurHPE8SHnP-S0zNM0gWnqqM0cZx6DOY/s/1120140031/br/127842073942-l
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K-12 SCHOOLS, CHILD CARE, EARLY LEARNING, YOUTH 

DEVELOPMENT, AND DAY CAMP PROGRAMS
Some requirements remain:

• Schools must provide access to timely diagnostic 
testing for symptomatic students and staff and 
those who learn they may have been exposed.

• Schools and child care providers must notify 
employees and children at risk for severe disease 
of potential COVID-19 exposures and keep their 
school or program community informed about 
cases and outbreaks.

• Schools, districts, child care facilities, and local 
public health jurisdictions may implement more 
protective requirements at any time or in 
response to an outbreak or local surge of disease. 
More protective guidance must be followed.
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DEVELOPMENT, AND DAY CAMP PROGRAMS
Resources to help families with questions COVID-19 & vaccine for kids 5 to 11

The vaccination protects where it matters most: against severe illness, 
hospitalization, long-term symptoms, and death. 

This toolkit is to help community and faith organizations, childcare providers, 
schools, and other youth service providers answer common questions about 
COVID vaccination and protecting children.

Please share the resources from this toolkit with the families in your networks. 
We offer tips about how to use these materials in each section of the toolkit.

Outreach Toolkit in English
Outreach Toolkit in Spanish

https://kingcounty.gov/%7E/media/depts/health/communicable-diseases/documents/C19/outreach-toolkit-vaccine-kids-5-11-EN.ashx?la=en
https://kingcounty.gov/%7E/media/depts/health/communicable-diseases/documents/C19/outreach-toolkit-vaccine-kids-5-11-EN.ashx?la=en
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Additional Testing Resources for Families: At-Home (Rapid Antigen) tests

• Families and households can order additional free COVID-19 at-home test 
kits from the federal government and Washington State: 

• COVIDtests.gov - Free at-home COVID-19 tests* - Families and households 
who already ordered at-home tests will be able to request additional tests 
next week.

• Home - Say Yes! To Covid Test (sayyescovidhometest.org) - Families and 
households who already ordered at-home tests can place up to 2 additional 
orders in the month of March. 

• Please have families administering over-the counter/rapid antigen tests at 
home read the instructions to double check the ages for which the tests can 
be used. Different testing kits have different age requirements, and some, 
we have learned, are not approved for young children. Please use tests as 
directed per manufacturer's instructions.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.covidtests.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7CBecky.Reitzes%40kingcounty.gov%7C47f856dbf8814a0cd74908da0222f374%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C637824646386723029%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=f05E7q9UNBV6tShByR7G%2B0gZjwMoqsWQtmOnOXQ2LXM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sayyescovidhometest.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CBecky.Reitzes%40kingcounty.gov%7C47f856dbf8814a0cd74908da0222f374%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C637824646386723029%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=LOfqjeUIIG1jM19WS6iHVgRKMiBvWt0HAsuTopS1j%2BY%3D&reserved=0
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K-12 SCHOOLS, CHILD CARE, EARLY LEARNING, YOUTH 
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* What to Do If USPS Won't Let You Order Free COVID-19 Tests
If you see the message: "At-home COVID-19 tests have already been ordered 
for this address.“

• If you live in an apartment or other multiple-family residence and you're 
getting this message, it's probably because the USPS system doesn't 
recognize your unit's address as one of several in a multi-unit building. 

• In these cases, the USPS recommends filing a service request 
at https://emailus.usps.com/s/the-postal-store-inquiry or calling its help 
desk at 1-800-ASK-USPS (1-800-275-8777).

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femailus.usps.com%2Fs%2Fthe-postal-store-inquiry&data=04%7C01%7CBecky.Reitzes%40kingcounty.gov%7C47f856dbf8814a0cd74908da0222f374%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C637824646386723029%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=7vT399fstTKybTIDAlFd7gjuTX6QVnEYkDTUCuHxr5o%3D&reserved=0


WHERE ELSE TO GET TESTED

https://kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/testing.aspx

https://kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/testing.aspx


FOR MORE INFORMATION
https://publichealthinsider.com/2022/03/10/whats-best-for-your-family-

considerations-for-masking-at-school-and-child-care/

Check out:

https://publichealthinsider.com/2022/03/10/whats-best-for-your-family-considerations-for-masking-at-school-and-child-care/


FOR MORE INFORMATION

kingcounty.gov/covid/schools

https://kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/schools-childcare.aspx
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